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SHEEP IN WOLVES' CLOTHING 

We ordinarily speak of wolves in sheep's clothing. They are 
the sort of hypocrites who try to appear better than they are. 
Sheep in wolves' clothing are hypocrites who try to appear worse 
than they are. Hypocrites of the first class are contemptible; 
hypocrites of the second class are debilitating. 

Wolves in sheep's clothing testify to the advantages of right- 
eousness. Sheep in wolves' clothing are among those who believe 
it is good policy to appear dishonest while you are honest. 

Nor is this sort of hypocrisy so difficult to discover as one might 
wish. On every side you see men whose influence should be 
avowedly on the side of generous living and spiritual ambition dis- 
sembling their real motives. They do not join reforms although 
they sympathize with reformers; they do not sign petitions to close 
up saloons although they are opposed to the liquor traffic. They 
do not take any stand against any evil lest someone, somewhere, 
in some way should think them to be better than they are. They 
prefer to appear "men of the world" rather than men of God. 

g^W fl^ 9fi^ 

A wolf in sheep's clothing thinks with a wolf's brain and people 
fear him. Sheep in wolves' clothing think with sheep's brains and 
are neither feared nor respected. 

It is difficult to be patient with men of this sort. They are 
worse than parasites because they fail to make people believe them; 
they even play at hypocrisy hypocritically. 

&£r* %&^ tfi^ 

Sometimes even genuine modesty and an ambition not to 
sound a trumpet before one's beneficences tend to drive men to 
this sort of hypocrisy. 
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Sincere persons are sometimes afraid that they will get too 
much credit for their good motives. 

A corporation will justify its welfare work by the plea that it is 
good business, while really its motives are generous and humane. 

Many a man hides a kind heart under a scowling forehead and 
cultivates severity that he may not be judged sentimental. 

Many women whose hands are quick to do good works prefer to 
be known as leaders of society than as Sunday-school teachers. 

Many a business man does not like to be called "deacon" 
although he will spend himself and his means in the service of the 
church. 
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It is easy to understand all this hesitation. An honest man 
knows his own frailty only too well to wish to trade upon his 
virtues. Such men have to suffer from the reputation of wolves 
in sheep's clothing. 

But none the less such excessive modesty tends to perpetuate 
the evil it would avoid. The man who hesitates to appeal to 
Christian motives as the source of his actions is in danger of throw- 
ing the weight of his influence against his own ideals. The same 
Master who taught us not to do our works before men to be seen 
of them told us also to let our light so shine that men might see 
our good works and glorify our Father who is in heaven. 

If publicity is good for trade it is good for virtue. Surrepti- 
tious goodness is apt to make men think that goodness is a thing 
to be ashamed of. Sheep in wolves' clothing do not make martyrs, 
and convictions that do not lead to martyrdom are not worth their 
cost of up-keep. 

The call of our modern world is the call of Jesus to outspoken 
sincerity and consistent loyalty to the things of the Spirit. 

A community is better off with wolves in sheep's clothing than 
with sheep in wolves' clothing. It knows what to do with wolves, 
but what can it do with a good man who is ashamed of his goodness ? 

He is as useless as the salt that has lost its savor — and more 
ridiculous. 



